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by Blair Redlin

It’s encouraging that Jack Layton is focus-
ing on the tar sands early in the campaign. 
It was creative to take the NDP campaign 

-
ic tailing ponds from the air. It was useful 
too to take the tour to Fort Smith, N.W.T. 
where the connection was made between 
the tar sands and contamination of drinking 
water for aboriginal communities through-
out the Athabasca and Slave river systems.
 Layton called for “No New Ap-
provals” of tar sands projects. In doing so, 
he joins more than 60 civil society organi-

by Vicky Smallman

Well, the election is upon us. Finally. After 
a frustrating spring session with any num-
ber of votes that should have brought the 
government down (but didn’t), Stephen 

 I’ll leave it to others to comment 
about the timing. Me, I’m paying more at-
tention to who’s running.
 For decades now, the political 

at 21 per cent. There are plenty of obstacles 
keeping women from running - fundraising 
and family obligations, to name a couple - 
but the biggest seems to be political parties 
themselves. Voters have shown time and 
time again that they are more than willing 
to elect women when given the opportu-
nity. Parties, on the other hand, don’t seem 
too keen on nominating them.
 Equal Voice, a multipartisan orga-

nization that advocates for women’s par-
ticipation in government, has been tracking 
the nominations of women in federal elec-
tions since 2004. In between elections, they 
encourage the parties to address some of 
their internal barriers and take active steps 
toward nominating more women.
 After considerable pressure, all the 
parties committed to running more women 
in this election. The good news: they are. 
The not-so-good news: a heck of a lot of 
these women are running in ridings where 
they don’t stand a real chance of winning 
the seat.
 With about two thirds of the nom-
inations complete, the picture is this:

-
didates thus far. 19 per cent  are women.

cent are women.
-

-
an at the helm - have 115 candidates named 

 A far cry from the 50 per cent 

better than last time.
 A look at where these women are 
running paints a slightly less rosy picture. 

per cent of their winnable ridings, Liberal 
women in 24 per cent, New Democrats in 

weeks as more candidates are nominated, 
we’re not looking at much of a change in 

outcome. Women are going to have to wait 
longer for a breakthrough.
 We may even have to wait for 
baby steps.

Where are the women in this campaign?

zations, including Alberta treaty chiefs and 
the Alberta Federation of Labour. So far, 
governments have never turned down or 
delayed a single tar sands project applica-
tion.
 To mitigate the immense green-
house gas emissions from the tar sands 
gigaproject, the Harper government says 
it’s placing its bets on carbon capture and 

unproven and untested, especially for tar 
sands. A close look at the regulations En-

earlier this year shows carbon capture will 
only apply to new tar sands projects in any 

event and not until 2018 at the earliest. Of 
course, waiting another decade to get start-
ed is ridiculous, given the seriousness of 
the climate emergency.
 A moratorium on new tar sands 
projects now would be far more effective. 
It would be a good start towards a real plan 
to deal with the tar sands disaster. Layton’s 

start to the NDP campaign.

NDP says no to Harper’s 
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by Bernadette Wagner

I know there are several additions to be 
made to this list, but it’s a start (thanks 

www.
breadnroses.ca, for the idea to revive this 

boy, Steve, began chopping away at our 
social programs. Here’s a little review.* 
Many others have since followed. Dear 

in the online comments section.

Aboriginal Programs

-

million not re-allocated or otherwise made 
available

million cut

Status of Women Canada

closed, organizations unfunded, their of-

Skills and Literacy Programs 

-

cut
-

ness Centre

Statistics Canada

-
lion cut & reduced ability to collect vital 
data

Social Sciences and Humanities 

Research Council of Canada (SSHRC)

-

Health Canada

million cut

Foreign Affairs 

postings and outreach programs at Cana-

cuts

Law Commission of Canada

two large scale projects on indigenous law 
and vulnerable workers

Court Challenges Program

legal assistance for equity-seeking groups 
who do not have the resources to take for-
ward a legal challenge.

Treasury Board of Canada

-
ments,” training programs for civil ser-
vants, elimination of advisory panels in 

[* Note: This information was culled from a 
-

ers Commentary, online at http://www.caut.
ca/uploads/commentary_tb_cuts.pdf ]

Lest we forget where 

Harper’s axe has landed
Everyday, rabble.ca’s election blog brings 
you campaign analysis from some of Can-
ada’s leading progressive writers and com-
mentators from across the country! 
 See it all at  rabble.ca/election

Some of this week’s 
highlights include:
James Laxer asks, who’s going to 

challenge Harper on the war?

“Stephen Harper announced that the Cana-
dian military mission in Kandahar would 
end in 2011 ... Three years from now?  Ca-
nadians want the troops out now ... Not in 
three years, after dozens, perhaps hundreds, 
more Canadian soldiers have died. Ste-
phane Dion isn’t going to say anything ... 
Where are the other leaders on this?  Jack, 

http://election.rabble.ca/post/49711207/
whos-going-to-challenge-harper-on-the-
war

CAW economist Jim Stanford 

blasts Harper

“the Conservatives are actually going to try 
-
-

advantage, which seems backward. After 
all, they’re the ones who’ve been in charge 
for the last two-and-a-half years, and have 
overseen the slowing growth, falling pro-

balance, and disappearing budget surpluses 
that have prevailed during their tenure.”
http://election.rabble.ca/post/49458995/
harper-campaigns-mccarthyist-economics

Moderator Michelle Langois re-

ports on the hot debates taking 

place on the babble discussion 

boards (rabble.ca/babble):

“Will Afghanistan become a hot election 
issue?  How’s the election campaign going 
in Newfoundland?  Is it a good idea to rent 
a gas-guzzling plane if you’re trying to sell 

http://election.rabble.ca/post/49397270/
busy-babblers-buzz-about

The rabble rouser
-

bours, colleagues, or just people on the street. Leave copies at the coffee shop. 

media’s coverage of the election, and that there is an alternative - rabble.ca!


