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A strategy of limited strategic voting

Economic leadership?
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By Murray Dobbin

In a column I sent out a few days ago I sug-
gested that strategic voting was still relevant 
— if it was done carefully and did not under-
mine progressive results in ridings that were 
likely to vote against the Harper conserva-
tives.
 Many people emailed asking me 
to identify the 45 ridings that are the closest 
ridings in the country. I have listed these [on-
line] and have also indicated the Elections 
Canada link to the results in the last election. 
See if you live in any of these ridings and 
look up your riding results for 2006 and act 
accordingly. It won’t necessarily be easy as 
in some ridings it won’t be obvious who is 
the most likely to defeat the Conservatives.
 (I have also included the link to 
the Strategic Counsel web site — SC identi-

them. As I have said before I don’t trust SC 
and think they have a political agenda. Also, 

these overnight polls are of questionable re-
liability, so if you read them, treat them with 
a good dollop of scepticism.)
 Keep in mind also that this assumes 
at least similar results to last time and this 
assumption is now being challenged by the 
alarmingly weak campaign of the Liberals. 
It’s not just Dion’s geeky persona — it’s just 
a bad campaign. They don’t seem to have 
any grasp of the importance of framing is-
sues and they have no over-arching theme 
like both the NDP and Cons have.
 As a result the NDP is actually tak-

-
erals in B.C. especially but also in Ontario 
and even Quebec. In ridings where both the 
Liberals and NDP have a similar chance of 
defeating the Conservatives based on 2006 
results, this trend suggests voting NDP.
 History is made by those who show 
up. It is my analysis that the Greens will not 
win any seats in this election. They are now 
polling around 9 per cent — just 2 percent-

age points higher than they did in both the 
2004 and 2006 elections where they went 
from 7 per cent in the early going to 4.5 per 
cent on election day. If you are a Green voter, 
it is extremely important that you vote stra-
tegically in these 45 ridings. They could be 
decided by less than 1 per cent of the vote. 
Donate to the Greens, join the party, but in 
these ridings don’t vote for the party.
 Ironically, Green supporters in 
these 45 ridings could determine the out-
come of the election — that is, whether or 
not Stephen Harper, the most destructive and 
hateful prime minister the country has ever 
had, gets a majority government.
 The 45 closest races in 2006 ac-
cording to Strategic Counsel were: B.C.  - 10 
seats;  Ontario - 20 seats; Quebec - 15 seats. 
[see full listings of ridings at rabble.ca]

Websites:
www.thestrategiccounsel.com
www.elections.ca/scripts/OVR2006/default.html 
www.elections.ca/scripts/OVR2006/default.html

by Armine Yalnizyan, 

Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives

[note: this article has beed abridged for print]

While the titans of Wall Street crumble, Ste-
phen Harper tells us “don’t worry, be hap-
py”.  His steady hand is all we need in times 
of uncertainty, he assures us — but his hands 
are in his lap, not on the steering wheel. The 
ballot box question facing Harper and all the 
other leaders might well be — how would 
you handle a recession? ...
  Canada’s situation is vastly differ-
ent from that of the US, but there are impor-
tant lessons to be learned from the situation 
south of the border.  ...
 So what does the would-be leader 
say to assure us that such events won’t un-
fold here in Canada?  The PM’s stance is 
alarming, not so much for what he is saying, 
but what he is not saying.

 Throughout the banking sector, and 
-

ity ... have for months been converging on 
one solution — more regulation, and central 
regulation on the types of securities that have 

Harper has been silent, not weighing in on 
how we could prevent the greed and willful 
blindness of a few investors from running 
our economy into the ditch. ...
 The steady hands of this govern-
ment have been steadily signing contracts in 
key sectors of the economy — the military 
($22 billion in capital contracts alone), infra-
structure ($33 billion, with a special dedicat-
ed fund to public private partnerships), and 
health care (where unmonitored amounts of 

-
nesses that are springing up all over to pro-
vide health services).
 Harper is consistent and open about 

his position that governments aren’t smart 
enough to manage the economy, and should 
simply get out of the way of markets. He 
likes market principles so much he is turning 
over more of our core public assets to be run 
by businesses.  But business’ only interest is 

-
lic interest?  A man with steady hands and a 
dislike of government.
 If the events of the past months 
have taught us anything, markets can run 
things amok in a spectacular way.
 Some say the biggest failure of a 
leader is to be inconsistent, but here we have 
an example of the type of consistency that 
could become a hazard for the country...



Arts funding and the 
social conservative agenda

by Mai Nguyen, rabble.ca staff

Back to university? More like back to debt. I 
think I can speak on behalf of most students 
when I say we’ve had enough of the constant 
draining of our near-zero bank accounts.
 The average tuition across Canada 
currently stands at about $4,500, not includ-
ing the compulsory fees that can be as high 
as $800. That’s 126 per cent of a student’s 
available resources, which unsurprisingly, 
are projected to rise to 181 per cent in 25 
years, according to the most recent Actuarial 
Report on the Canada Student Loan Pro-
gram. This has turned student loans into an 

Cut adult literacy funding.
 Some universities are just barely 
operating, buried under a mound of debt due 
to inadequate federal funding. Last year, out 
of Canada’s GDP of $1.4 trillion, only 0.17 
per cent of that was transferred to post-sec-
ondary education, down from 0.56 per cent 
25 years earlier. This has forced many in-
stitutions to ditch their promises of tuition 
freezes and hike up fees. The receiving end 

by Garry Neil, Council of Canadians

around arts and culture funding were front 
and centre. In a front page story in The 
Globe and Mail, we’re told Harper has an ar-
tistic side and loves to play the piano. This is 

when the arts were not on the agenda.
 The reversal resulted from recent 
announcements of government budget cuts 
totalling more than $60 million to programs 

publishing, and new media. The government 
cut money from programs dealing with ev-
erything from training to digitizing collec-
tions, arguing the programs were wasteful 
and not achieving the objectives. Opposition 
critics slammed the cuts and promised to re-
verse them, or do more, if they’re elected.
 The community responded vig-
orously to the cuts. Hundreds of Québec 
artists rallied on August 26 in Montréal to 
denounce the government. At a meeting 
September 3 in Toronto, close to 500 people 
were energized by speeches by Susan Swan, 
Naomi Klein and others. That same day, 
some artists launched www.departmentof-
culture.ca, a website whose message about 
Harper is simple, “Not Him. Not Now. Not 
Ever Again.”  Luminaries from various arts 
disciplines gathered on September 10 at the 
Toronto International Film Festival to call 
for parties to put forward ideas for a com-
prehensive and long-term vision for arts and 
culture funding.
 The program cuts are real. They 
will seriously harm some smaller groups and 
businesses, particularly those trying to pro-
mote Canadian artists abroad. But, perhaps 
more insidious is the fact the cuts and other 
recent government actions reveal a scary so-
cial conservatism that wants to use grants to 
impose artistic content.
 In Bill C-10, which thankfully died 
on the order papers, the government sought 
to give the Heritage Minister the power to 

television shows that are “contrary to pub-
lic policy.”  The leading example used to 

People Fucking, despite the fact none of the 

agreement to fund the opening ceremony of 
the 2010 Vancouver Olympics, the govern-
ment insists on the right to ensure its “priori-

ties” and “international branding goals” are 

they would insist on lip-synching a young 
singer if that singer wasn’t deemed “pretty 
enough” to represent Canada as we recently 
saw in China?  And in defending the recent 
cuts, which came to light just days before the 
election call, the government leaked internal 
reports objecting to giving money to “left-
wing, unrepresentative or rich” artists. The 
report argued that some of the material fund-
ed would “raise the eyebrows of the average 
Canadian.”
 This is very dangerous territory: 
it’s censorship. And it needs to be tackled in 
the campaign.

Garry Neil is a former general secretary of 

ACTRA and vice-president of the Canadian 

Conference of the Arts. He is a member of 

the Board of Directors for the Council of 

Canadians

of this hard blow, unfortunately, is us, stu-
dents.  
 Various bursary programs and mod-
est tax credits are disguised as stable relief to 
the problem. Is it a solution? No, certainly 
not a lasting one. Donating to a shelter won’t 
heal Canada’s poverty problem just as hand-
ing out one-time cheques won’t stop tuition 

may be more convenient for Harper, but it’s 
not a viable solution for students.
 By 2031, tuition is expected to 
jump to $19,000 a year. I sit here and feel 
sympathy for the children who will someday 
hesitate about attending post-secondary in-
stitution because of the excessive fees, for 
the parents who have to dig into their retire-
ment savings to fund their child’s education, 
for the talented high-school graduate who 
missed out on career opportunities because 
she couldn’t afford a university degree. 
 There’s currently no plan under the 
Conservative government to make higher 
education more affordable for students and 

leadership that prioritizes education. 

Students getting robbed, 
leadership on education needed

Everyday, rabble.ca’s election blog 
brings you campaign analysis from some 
of Canada’s leading progressive writers 
and commentators from across the coun-
try! See it all online — even add your 
comments — at rabble.ca/election
 The rabble rouser, this print 
project of rabble.ca, is meant to en-

in regards to the coming election. Use 
your networks to spread the word, and 
consider making copies of this paper and 
the future weeks’ issues as they come 
out, and distribute them: do it at work, at 
school, door-to-door, on the street corner, 
or however works best for you.
 We’d like to thank the follow-
ing groups for their generous support 
of  rabble.ca/election: Public Service 
Alliance of Canada (PSAC); Steelwork-
ers Union; National Union of Public and 
General Employees (NUPGE); Hospital 
Employees’ Union (HEU); TekSavvy.


