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by James Laxer, April 22

As the prime minister of a long-
established, if complacent, 

democracy, Stephen Harper is sup-
posed to say that for him the will 
of the people is paramount. He is 
supposed to declare that whatever 
House of Commons Canadians es-
tablish through their votes, he will 
accept it and work with it. He is sup-
posed to say that he is the servant of 
the people.
 Remarkably, Harper says 
none of these things. He insists that 
the only House of Commons he can 
work with after the election is one 
in which his party has a majority of 
seats. Should his party end up with 
the largest number of seats in a mi-
nority Parliament, he has declared 
that he cannot work with the other 
parties.
 He will not alter a single 
jot or title in the budget he presented 
in March in a bid to win the sup-
port of one or more of the opposi-
tion parties. Quite simply, he does 
not recognize the legitimacy of the 
members of the other parties in the 
House of Commons, even though 
their presence in the House is the re-
sult of the expression of the will of 
the people. He is not required, he is 
saying, to heed the voices, the wisdom or the 
ideas of other Parliamentarians.
 As a politician in a democracy, even 
if you secretly have nothing but loathing for 
the views of others, you are not supposed to 
make that contempt obvious. You are supposed 
to claim that you recognize the legitimacy of 
others.
 That is the conventional thing to do.
 The conventional is often dull, pre-
tentious and ceremonial. But it is also an essen-
tial form of shorthand. It lets us know whether 
we can trust someone at first glance. We recoil, 
for instance, when a man bites a dog.
 Not only does Stephen Harper refuse 
to acknowledge the will of the people and the 
legitimacy of parties that are not his own, he 

calls into question the essential principle of the 
Westminster system of parliamentary govern-
ment. The principle is that a ministry must en-
joy the confidence of the majority of the mem-
bers of the House of Commons. Furthermore, 
if one ministry does not enjoy the confidence 
of the House, it is appropriate for the Governor 
General to seek to form an alternative ministry 
that does enjoy the confidence of the House.
 I can’t help wondering if Stephen 
Harper doesn’t know what happened to the 
Stuarts, missed the Glorious Revolution of 
1688, or spent so much time at Reform Party 
gatherings that he had no time to read Locke.
 Canada is one of the few democra-
cies in which there is no formal sharing of 
power among political parties in the governing 

of the country. Even in the United States, the 
country Harper wishes he led, the President 
of the United States has to share power with 
the Congress. Consider the plight of Barack 
Obama having to deal with John Boehner in 
the House of Representatives. No one imag-
ines that he loves it. But it does it. He does not 
call into question the constitutional authority 
of the House to pass money bills.
 When one party controls the Presi-
dency while another party controls the legis-
lature or national assembly, the French call it 
co-habitation, something with which they are 
familiar.
 In the democratic world, Stephen 
Harper alone wraps himself in the cloak of: 
“Sans moi, le deluge.”
 
 This article was first posted on James 
Laxer’s blog,  http://blog.jameslaxer.com

Comic from http://compellingcomics.justsomeguy.com — Michael Nabert
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by Anna Paskal, April 22

Canada urgently needs a na-
tional food policy. Close to 

2.5 million Canadians are regular-
ly concerned about having enough 
food to eat -- more than the popu-
lations of Calgary and Ottawa put 
together. At the same time, one 
in four Canadians is considered 
obese. Hunger and obesity strain 
not only individuals and fami-
lies, but an already overburdened 
healthcare system — with wide-
ranging physical, mental and so-
cial health implications. The cur-
rent approach to food in Canada 
is also failing food producers, and 
the environment. We are losing 
thousands of farms a year — 67 
a week nationwide. And the food 
system is a leading contributor to 
climate change — responsible for 
somewhere between 30 and 57 
per cent of global greenhouse gas 
emissions. The status quo is no 
longer an option.
 The need for change is 
obvious, and food has, for the first 
time, become an election issue. 
All five federal parties are advanc-
ing either national food strategies, 
or policies. In the next year, it is 
likely that steps will be taken to 
create Canada’s first national food 
policy. It is critical that the voices 
of Canadians across the country, 
the food movement, and people 
who don’t have enough to eat, 
are actively involved in deciding 
what this will mean in practice.
 “Resetting the Table: 
A People’s Food Policy for Can-
ada,” launched this week in Ot-
tawa, is the first-ever citizen-led 
national food policy. The People’s 
Food Policy lays the groundwork 
for a Canada free of hunger, with 
decent livelihoods for food pro-
ducers and sustainable environ-
ment for the future. Developed 
over two years, it is based on the 
work of hundreds of people who 
devoted thousands of volunteer 
hours to create a policy that genu-
inely reflects the perspective of 
Canadians from coast-to-coast-to-
coast. The People’s Food Policy is 

grounded in 10 detailed discussion 
papers which cover subjects rang-
ing from agriculture, to health, to 
the environment, to fisheries, to 
Indigenous food systems, to sci-
ence and technology to interna-
tional food policy. As a result, it is 
the most comprehensive national 
food policy being advanced in 
Canada today.

 The People’s Food Pol-
icy has dozens of policy recom-
mendations. Among the key ones 
are:
● Food should be eaten as close as 
possible to where it is produced. 
This would ensure that more Ca-
nadians are able to eat fresh and 
healthy home-grown food, and 
bring more resilience to the live-
lihoods of Canadian food provid-
ers. This would mean not only 
increased support for well-known 
local food approaches such farm-
ers markets, urban agriculture, and 
community-supported agriculture, 
but a more systemic shift towards 
support for Canadian food. A key 
example of this would be the cre-
ation of legislation where institu-
tions and retailers would include 
a set percentage of Canadian food 
in what they serve and sell.
● The food system is a leading 
contributor to climate change. In 
order to ensure food for the future, 
a key priority for the People’s 
Food Policy is supporting food 
producers in a widespread shift to 
ecological food production. This 
would include increased support 
for initiatives such as organic ag-
riculture, community-managed 

fisheries and indigenous food 
systems, as well as the creation 
of transition plans for existing 
farmers and fishers to move to 
more ecological ways of produc-
ing food.
● It is unacceptable that close to 
2.5 million Canadians are food 
insecure. The People’s Food 
Policy calls for the creation of 

federal poverty elimination and 
prevention programs, with mea-
surable targets and timelines, to 
ensure Canadians can better af-
ford healthy food.
●  Canada is the only G8 country 
with no national school meal pro-
gram. The People’s Food Policy 
calls for a federally funded Chil-
dren and Food Strategy, includ-
ing school meal programs, school 
gardens, and food literacy pro-
grams to ensure that all children 
at all times have access to the food 
required for healthy lives.
 As we head into the final 
weeks on the campaign trail, the 
People’s Food Policy is encourag-
ing voters to attend debates and 
ask candidates questions about 
food policy. The future of food in 
Canada is now.
 Anna Paskal is a writer 
and organizer on food issues in 
Canada and internationally. She 
is the policy lead for the People’s 
Food Policy and on the advisory 
board of Food Secure Canada. 
She is also an author and award-
winning filmmaker.
 To read the People’s 
Food Policy and sign the pledge:
www.peoplesfoodpolicy.ca
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The current election campaign 
has seen an unprecedented num-
ber of candidates – primarily 
Conservatives – opting out of 
all-candidate forums, town hall 
events, and scheduled debates.
If a candidate cannot be both-
ered to address constituents dur-
ing the campaign, they do not 
deserve your vote, period.
I’ve compiled a list of those who 
have, thus far, refused to partake 
in such unscripted events. ... 
   - Alheli Picazo, April 22

Little has been said by the polit-
ical parties about housing in the 
lead up to the federal election on 
May 2. This is surprising, con-
sidering that approximately 1.27 
million households (or 12.4 per 
cent of Canadian households) 
live in housing that requires ma-
jor repairs, is overcrowded, and/
or costs more than 30 per cent 
of household income. Although 
housing may not be top of mind 
according to the polls, for these 
Canadians, access to safe, af-
fordable housing is an urgent 
necessity.
   - Sarah Cooper, April 22

But being a community in the 
North usually means a degree 
of remoteness, and a lack of ser-
vices, that other Canadians take 
for granted.
... Now there seems to be an un-
written offer being tossed around 
... Permit unfettered resource 
extraction and all the southern 
benefits ... will be yours.
   - Lewis Rifkind, April 18
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